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A Letter from Mr. Ray, Fellow of the R. S. to
Dr.Robinfon ; concerning the French Macreufe,

Sir,

Had no fooner feen the Cafes of the Male, and Fe-
male Macrenfe, which you fent me, butinftantly I
found that the Macreufe was no ftranger to me,
though unknown by thatname : I wasvery much pleaf-
ed tobefo fuddenly rid of my long continued fcruples
about it, and not a little furprized, when I found it to be
another kind of Bird thenIimagined ; a particular de-
fcription of the €ock, you may find in Mr. Willughby's
Ornithology pag. 366. of the Englifh Edition, among
the Sea-Ducks, towhich kind this Bird belongs, and not
to the Divers or Duckers (Merg: or Colymbs,) as 1 fally
fancied tomy felf. Thefirft knowledge of this Bird, we
had from Mr. Feffop, who fent us the skins of this a-
mong others ftufc, from Shefield in Yorkshire, by the
name of Scozer asitfeems they callit thereabouts; whe-
ther from the dark or black colour of it, er (whichis
more likely,) from Scotland, whence they might{uppofe
itto come. Afterwards the Cock of this kind was found
inthe Market at Cheffer, by the then Bithop Wilkin's his
Steward, who bought it; and brought it home to the
Pallace, where I then hapned to be, and fawand def-
cribedit. Laftofall Sr. Thomas Brown of Nerwich, {ent
among many others, the piture of thisDuck ; and Mr.
Fohnfon of Brignal neer Greta Bridge in Yorkshire the
Defcription, as I have related in the Book, and Page
fore-quoted. 1 need not tell you how I diftinguifh the
Sea-Ducks from the fhallow or Plafth-Ducks, becaufe I

have done it already in the place mentioned.
Ii2 Mr.

I8
The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to éfr )2
Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). RIKOIY,

www.jstor.org



[ 1042]

Mr. Graindorges Defcription, which you fent me a
Breviat of from Paris, I find upon attent reading and
comparing with the cafe of the Bird, and mine own
Defcription, to be very faithfull, and fufficient to lead
into the knowledge of it, one, thathad not been pre-
poflefled with a ftrong opinion, that it wasof another
kind : had there been but one word added, that it was
of the Duck-kind, 1 thould then prefently have appre-
hended what Bird it was; and yet there wasenough in the
Defcription to determine itsGenus, at leaft to excludeit
from thofe of the Mergé and Colymbi, and that was, that
ithad a flat bill, a note common to no other Birds that
1know of, butithe Goofe and Duck-kinds. Notwith-
ftanding what he faith of the debility of its feet, unfit
for walkingon land, Ifee notbut that it may march as
well as the reft ofits kind, all which have but fhort and
weak legs in proportion to the Bulk of their bodys, and
thofe alfo fituate very backward. What he faith of the
fmallnefs and weaknefs of the Wings, and fhortnefs of
their feathers, is common to many Sea-fowl, v7g. the
17ridaclyle and Mergé, which yetby the nimbleagitation
of them, fly very fwiftly and ftrongly. What he faith of
the mobility of the upper mandible of the Jaw, Ifhall
not be too hafty to believe, asin a former letter, I re-
member to have written to you.

Now though this Bird hapned to be known to meby
another name, yet it is fo rare and uncommon, that I
take it not to have been defcribed by any that have writ-
ten the Hiftory of Birds before ; though (as I remember,)
the name of Macrex(¢ is mentioned by Gefner or Aldro-
vand, or both; why they of the Church of Rome, fhould
allow this Bird to be eatenin Lent, and uponother faft-
ing days, more then others of this kind, but efpecially
the Tridattyle, 1 fee no reafon ; the flelh ofthefe laft,
which live only or chiefly by preying upon fifh properly
fo called, tafting ftronger offifh, then that ofany D}L;cli,;
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which feed upon fhell fith ; many Birds of the Duck-
kind, which (as I faid,) all feed partly at leaft upon
fhell-fith (as Monfieur Grainderge found the Macreufe
alfo to do,) have a delicate and well tafted fleth, asfor
example, the common Mallard and Teal: whereas the
flefhof all thofe kinds that feed wholly or chiefly upon
filh properly fo called, isof a Rank, ferine and pifcofe
taft, as forexample, that of the Soland Goofe, the En-
glith Puffin; and thofe of the tridadtylouskind, fothat
only the young ones of thofe kinds are admitted to our
Table. Fobferved in thisBird, and in fome others of the
Sea-Ducks that are much under water, that they want
that Veflel or 4mpulla fituate inthe very Angle of the
divarication of the Wind- pipe, which for wantof a bet-
ter and fitter name, we are wont to call the. Labyrinth of
the Trachea’; which though being common alfo to the
Colymbi, which of all Birdsdive moft, and continue long- -
eftunder water, we may very probably from thence con-
clude, that the Labyrinth doth not ferve them fora Re-
fervatory of Air, to enable them to continue the longer
under water, asIfometimes conjectured ; but for the in- -
tending and modulating of the Voice,{ecing in the Plath-
Duck, the females want it : butI am fomewhat to feek
about the ufe of this Veflel, and I think it were worth the
while, toexamine what forts of Birds havedt, whatwant
it ; whether the Males only, or in {feme the females alfo.
I obferved itin the Mergus cirratus longirofter major or
the Dun-diver, and that very large, and extended by
very ftrong bones, and yet Ithought my felfto have fuf-
ficient reafon to Judge that#bird to be the female of the
Merganfer : but 1 dare not be confident that itisa fe-
male becaufe of this Labyrinth.

And now becaufeI am writing of Birds,Ipropofeit to
yourConfideration, whether that fort of Bird mentioned
by the learned Dr. Plog, to be often heard in Wood-
Jtock Park (from the noife it makes commonly called the

i3 Waoodcracker,)
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Woeodcracker,) be not the lefler fort of Picus Martius Pa-
rius, for fince the publithing of Mr. Wiilughby s Ornitho-
logy, 1have oblerved thatBird fitting on the top of an
Oaken Tree, making with her Bill fuch a cracking or
{napping noife, as weheard a long way off; the feverall
fnaps or cracks fucceeding one another with that ex-
traordinary fwiftnefs, that we could not but wonder at
it: but how the made the noife, whether by the nimble
Agitation ofher bill too and fro in a rift of the bough, or
by the fwift ftriking of the Mandibles one againit ano-
ther, asthe Stork doth, I counld not clearly difcern: but
an intelligent Gentleman, who was very diligent in ob-
ferving rhe fame Bird, faid it was the former way.

ITam Siry, Your pery
Humble Servant

F0HN RAY.

Epiftola



